Web Page Evaluation Checklist

Name_____________________

Title of the Page you are evaluating: ______________________________________

URL of the page you are evaluating: ______________________________________

1.  Look at the URL:

Who published it?  (Look at the URL up to the first / )

Is it a personal page or site?  (Look for ~ or %, or users, members, or people)

What type of domain is it? Appropriate for the content? (com, org/net, edu, gov, non-US)

2.  Check out who is responsible for the content of the site:
Who wrote the page?  Is information about the author or organization clearly stated?  Is there an e-mail address, address, or phone number listed?  (Go to the Home page of the site and look for “About Us”  “Sponsors”  “Philosophy”  “Who am I”)

Does the author have credentials on the subject?  Is the organization a credible source of information?  (Look up the author in Google if there is no information on the site.)

3.  Look for these indicators of quality:

Look at the information included on the site.  Are the sources well documented?

Does the site include quality links to more resources?  Do they work?

Does the site’s information seem thorough and well organized?

Does the source’s text follow the basic rules of grammar, spelling, and literary composition?

When was the site created or updated?  Is it current enough?

4.  What do others say?

Who links to it?  (In Google search:  link: all or part of the URL)  Many or few links?  Opinions of it?

Who owns it?  (Paste the URL into http://alexa.com)

Summary:  What do you think of this web site?  Is it a relevant, quality source that will be helpful for your research?

